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Chapter 13) are derived from this estimate and the committee's analysis of the investment needed to enable the field of preventive intervention research on mental disorders to proceed.
PERSONNEL
Using multiple sources of information, the committee tried to determine the number of researchers working in the field of mental disorder preventive interventions. One source of data that the committee examined was the CRISP lists of grantees (1988 to 1992) for all three types of prevention (mental disorders, alcoholism, and drug addiction). The total number of grantees was 202. As discussed previously, there are many problems with CRISP information.
In late 1992 the Society for Prevention Research had 125 members. The aim of the society is to foster the scientific investigation of prevention issues. Because the initial issue that brought the society's organizers together was substance use prevention, the members are mostly from the substance abuse field, including alcoholism. In mid-1993 the National Association of Prevention Professionals and Advocates (NAPPA) had 524 members. The early focus of NAPPA was on alcohol and other drug abuse prevention, but it now includes social and health problems. Most of the membership is professional, but relatively few are researchers. The National Mental Health Association (NMHA) has a prevention constituency of 144, but how many of these are researchers is not known. Researchers who belong to NMHA are likely to have research grants and to belong to other research societies. Therefore they are likely to be identified through other sources. From FY 1985 through FY 1991, 112 researchers were funded by the NIMH PRB. Not all of them, however, were preventive intervention researchers, and some of them are no longer active in the prevention field.
Allowing for other researchers who may be funded by state agencies, universities, private foundations, and federal agencies not listed in CRISP, it is likely that there are no more than 500 researchers in the field of preventive interventions for mental disorders. The number who are fully trained to do the rigorous research described in Chapter 10 is much smaller than 500.
Probable Demand for Trained Prevention Researchers
Current and future budget constraints require that the proposed size of the training enterprise be congruent with the likely size of the research enterprise. Any proposal for training should be grounded inrigorous preventive ntervention research specifically targeted toward the prevention of mental lisorders is approximately $20 million per year.
